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Speaking, Writing, and Listening in the St. Paul Elementary Schools has been devel- 
oped through the cooperative efforts of the following members of the Language Arts 
Curriculum Committee: 
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Now I am seven 
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based on purposeful real-life situations in which children, as well as adults, participate 
Specific skills to be taught functionally precede the suggested teaching procedure. Addi- 
tional suggestions are given in column two. It is hoped that these, in part, will prove 
helpful in planning oral language lessons. 
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DESCRIPTION OF GENERAL SKILLS 
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The English language is a living, growing and ever changing language. The criterion for what is accept- 
able or correct is current social usage. It is necessary for people to observe uniform ways of speaking 
or writing in order to convey their ideas effectively to others. Language usage which is common to a 
particular cultural group, may be considered as "standard! 1 for that group. 
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It was blooming in my garden. 
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The teacher is always a model. He lifts the level of sharing by contributing his own wor 
while experiences ? as well as providing for variety in methods of reporting. A sentence 
printed in a special comer of the chalkboard each day may relate a news message from the 
teacher to the class. 
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Select accurate, definite information. 
Arrange the information in a suitable order 
Speak distinctly and enunciate precisely. 
Look into the eyes of the audience. 

Be brief, exact and complete. 
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As children thinks feel and put their hearts into the dramatization* the 
leader* with his accepting attitude* is also a listener and an observer. 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the background of experiences 
and home environment of the children. 



Dramatic play must at no time be confused with rehearsed theatricals or formalized acting. I 
is an impromptu, developmental form of self “expression. It is a game of characterization and 
make-believe . It is a time when children really "feel” what they are creating. It is a time 
for fun. What kinds of activities should be included in the school program to help children 
gain the incentive to create? Some suggestions follow: 
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A welcome contribution to the field of creative dramatics is the collection entitled. Stories 
To Dramatize by Winifred Ward. It was published by the Children® s Theatre Press in Anchorage, 
Kentucky in 1952. While it is available at the Reference Library, each school would find it 
a valuable book to own. From twenty-five to thirty selections for dramatization are suggested 
for each of the following categories: 
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Use words correctly and effectively when dialogue is appropriate. 
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HOW CAN WE TRAIN OURSELVES TO BE SKILLED IN CARRYING ON 
DISCUSSIONS? 
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Petroleum refining, flour milling and meat packing are the principal industries. 
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In which type of "sharing ideas” —conversation or reporting— observed 

would the responsibility usually fall on one person? (In 
reporting; individuals carry the load.) 
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1 Arbuthnot; May Hill. The Arbuthnot Anthology of Children 1 s Literature . Scott, Foresman and 
Company, Chicago, pp. vi, vii. 
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Present a feeling of relaxed enjoyment as the storyteller looks 
directly into the eyes. of his audience. 
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Again, there should be emphasis on careful preparation and 
practice. This is a gesture of courtesy to the audience. 
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Demons tra tion : A child, using a practice telephone, shows 

that the mouthpiece should be held directly in front and 
about one inch from the lips. The receiver should be held 
against the ear. This eliminates the need to raise one's 
voice, reduces room noises and makes speaking and hearing 
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.Give the speaker your complete attention 
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Would you like to be the leader and give direc- 
tions the next time we play the game? 
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Science lessons require development of the skills involved in listening for information and 
also those classified as critical and analytical listening. These may include the ability tos 
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Educational television is different from commerical television in that there is " doing?' after 
viewing. Children are not entertained, but their experiences are enriched and extended. Tele 
vision is truly a tool of education. 
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Let's give Mrs. Livingston a sample of our very best manu- 
script writing, too. 
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Children should be encouraged to write about topics related to science, social 
studies or any of the content areas. 
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As children recognize that letter writing Is a meaningful way to comnmlcate, there are 
certain skills that need practice* They may be classified as to content; form, mechanics 
of writing and attitudes. 
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